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LIMUN 2012: 
UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE! 

SHAPING THE FUTURE...TODAY!

London International Model United Na-
tions is becoming a reality for another 
year from the 10th to 12th of  February 
2012 with people coming from more than 
100 countries. The opening ceremony is  
packed full of  participants inside the Lo-
gan Hall at the Institute of  Education not 
missing a minute to say hello to the new 
13th LIMUN session.

Continued on Page 4

INTERVIEW WITH SIR JEREMY GREENSTOCK

Sir Jeremy Greenstock, the Chairman 
of  the UNA-UK Board of  Directors, 
wanted to leave the delegates with an 
idea that it is about thinking global by 
acting through local actions. A polar-
ised world is the consequence of  glo-
balisation, so we need a reaction to that 
process.

Continued on Page 2

OUR KNOWLEDGE WILL NEVER BE PERFECT

“I could see the potential and the am-
bition in their eyes – they are eager to 
learn”, this is how Rawa Almakky, Ad-
ministrator and Outreach Officer for 
LIMUN 2012, describes her experience 
of  giving a workshop for the 26 interna-
tional first year students. Pestalozzi Inter-
national Village enables them to get their 
International Baccalaureate in the UK. 

Continued on Page 3

LIMUN EYE 2012

ThE offIcIaL 
NEwsLETTEr 

of LIMUN 2012
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CHECK OUT OUR EXCLUSIVE 
COVERAGE OF THE OPENING 

CEREMONY & INTERNATIONAL 
CARNIVAL NIGHT!



Sir Jeremy Greenstock, photo by Alisa Balakishiyeva

Sir Jeremy has been Chairman of  the UNA-UK Board of  since Febru-

ary 2011. Currently, he is a Trustee of  the International Rescue Committee 

(UK) and Non-Executive Director of  De La Rue and of  Lambert Energy 

Advisory. His interests include the UN Security Council, Middle East , UN 

reform, British foreign policy, and Nuclear proliferation.

“I am always kept busy” Jeremy Greenstock’s opening remarks as we 

sat adjacent to each other preparing for the interview to take place. I was 

greeted with a firm handshake, mute smile and a twinkle in his eyes. A true 

picture of  an English gentleman, confident, charming and self-assured.

Jeremy describes diplomacy as a mixture of  communication and charm 

ultimately leading to what the UK does best. The best part about the job is: 

“Avoiding wars but there is a lot of  paper work that goes with it”, most of  the 

delegates would be able to relate to the paperwork. The LIMUN conference 

is a unique starting point, which will begin to prepare the delegates for what, 

the world is like and how they can play their part in a global society. Jeremy 

felt the key to this work is how to be a global citizen working for the collective 

rather than just national activities.

SYRIA
I took the liberty of  asking a few questions about current global situa-

tions starting off  with Syria. Jeremy believes that Syria is the next stage of  

the Arab springs, a country that has experienced violent repression before 

with Assad’s father which is unacceptably widely condemned by the interna-

tional community and the UN security council is in no doubt about that. It is 

a ridiculous assertion for Assad to claim outside interference in the uprising 

as it is about the people trying to rid a repressive government. The situation 

needs political support, as it is a very difficult situation that may lead to a 

civil war if  a military solution is used.

Jeremy: “Iraq went beyond what was acceptable, Afghanistan was with-

in the UN remit but I feel that unacceptable consequences will emerge if  

military action is used. It is not the route to take but we must find a way to 

put on him to go.” 

IRAN
On the Iranian situation, Jeremy felt: “It is a mistake to treat the Iranian 

issues in isolation. Iran wants international status by holding nuclear power 

and wants invulnerability. Iran doesn’t want it to attack Israel and currently 

does not have the capability to do so but they would like to attract the science 

and the materials.” A comprehensive bargain deal is needed to understand 

that the gulf  security situation doesn’t govern very well. We can’t support the 

record of  the regime but Iran has some rights that should be acknowledged 

through comprehensive diplomacy.

FALKLANDS
History doesn’t repeat itself  but people have a tendency to repeat them-

selves. The situation in the Falklands is a case in point. Jeremy states: “Argen-

tina has no greater claim on the Falkland islands over the UK and the UN 

will consider the self  determination of  the people”. The people must come 

first over Argentina’s right to take over the islands. The UN won’t recognise 

the claim being brought to them, as the people should come first, a point 

being missed. The UK is not worried by the threats. (Update Ban Ki-moon 

has told both parties to calm down and not let things escalate.)

HER ROYAL MAJESTY
Moving on to the diamond jubilee, I wanted to ask for Jeremy’s thoughts 

on the reign. “The Queen’s longevity is a cause for celebration as she has 

been committed to public service and has served her country magnificently.” 

The background and technology may have changed but the DNA of  the 

people doesn’t change as fast. The longevity of  peacetime has created a 

vibrant and tolerant nation who is very accepting of  other backgrounds. 

“Compared with other former colonial societies we are as broad and as tol-

erant as any of  them. I am pleased when I look back at the last years of  

history.”

It is not all looking back through rose tinted glasses, the economy is not 

right. Jeremy believes that many of  the UK citizens have not been work-

ing hard enough, very bad at learning other languages and understanding 

the emerging economies around the world. We have been taking things for 

granted.

All is not lost though as young people hold the key to our future prosper-

ity. Young people need to be active by understanding how the world is and 

turning effective action into local action. 

 “Expect change, be ready to adapt, go with it but try to 
shape it as well by being active. Delegates must be interested 
that is why they have participated in the LIMUN conference.”

Interview with Sir Jeremy 
Greenstock
BY JASON PAUL GRANT



“Our knowledge will never be perfect”
BY BETTINA BENZINGER
PHOTOS BY NGALULA BEATRICE KABUTAKAPUA

“I could see the potential and the ambition in their eyes – they are eager 

to learn”, this is how Rawa Almakky, Administrator and Outreach Of-

ficer for LIMUN 2012, describes her experience of  giving a workshop 

for the 26 international first year students. Pestalozzi International Vil-

lage enables them to get their International Baccalaureate in the UK. 

The charity located in East Sussex provides scholarships to 16 to 19-

year- old students from developing countries. 

DRIVING CHANGE OVERSEAS
“In the UK everyone has access to free secondary educa-

tion. The students we support otherwise would not be able to 

continue their education”, Katy Moore, supervisor to the students, 

explains. “These students are individuals, whom we think about, 

can bring a real change to their community”. This is what drives 

Pestalozzi International Village and shows their strong focus on 

the home countries of  the students. They have to go through a tough 

selection procedure, in which the charity is supported by different local 

organizations in the target countries. Once they pass the selection pro-

cedure successfully, this opens the doors to a lot of  great opportunities 

for the future students. One of  them spelt with five letters: LIMUN. 

COACHED BY EXPERTS 
The two Secretariat members Rawa and her colleague Dobriyana Tro-

pankeva trained the students at a special LIMUN workshop. Getting to 

the Pestalozzi Village turned out to be quite an adventure: spending six 

hours and patiently waiting for a bunch of  cancelled and delayed trains 

turned a two hour journey into a whole days worth of  traveling. “I know 

myself  how the atmosphere feels and how scary it can be to talk as a 

delegate in a Committee for the first time”. That is why Rawa really 

wanted to share her experiences and familiarize the students with the 

procedures of  LIMUN… and a “little” bit of  snow couldn’t stop her.

AN INTEGRAL APPROACH TO EDUCATION 
The charity focuses on the integral pedagogy of  Pestalozzi: educating 

not only intellectually but also “heart and hands”. A balanced approach 

is also what the International Baccalaureate follows. After the two-year 

programme, 90% of  the students are successful in their application for a 

scholarship at an American university. And the students continue to go 

their own successful ways: “Most of  them set up their own NGO later 

on”, Katy says. The former students typically go into the fields of  engi-

neering, nursing, journalism or research. The student programme has 

been running since 1997 – a time, in which the number of  participants 

has been increased and every year a new international Pestalozzi family 

gathers together in the UK. Now more and more teenagers have the 

chance to change the unsatisfying situations in their countries. Is there a 

better place to develop the skills to change the world around you than in 

debate with international delegates discussing about world issues? 

LIMUN TODAY, TOMORROW... 
Energy interdependency was the topic, which17-year-old Pratibha Ti-

wari discussed in ECOSOC. A 

relevant topic for her committee coun-

try, taking into account the circum-

stances of  Cote d’Ivoire as a relatively 

small state being dependent on larger 

countries such as China and Rus-

sia for fuels. Un-moderated caucuses 

and sharing with other delegates is 

what she enjoys in her committee 

work. “Whatever knowledge we have, 

it will not be perfect”, this is the most 

important message, the young In-

dian girl takes with her from the con

ference experience. “It is important to share our knowledge”, this is the 

behaviour she also puts into practice in the committee sessions, discuss-

ing with other delegates in order to find the best solutions in a synergetic 

way, working with the world’s community. Small changes in LIMUN 

today, big changes in the real world tomorrow.

LIMUN EYE 2012
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LIMUN Secretariat member Rawa at the Pestalozzi International Village

Pratibha Tiwari, India



The opening ceremony starts with a packed hall of  partici-
pants, some of  them coming straight on from the airport with 
their luggage, that they leave in the corridors of  the Logan Hall 
at the Institute of  Education not to miss a minute to say hello 
to the new 13th LIMUN session. In a snowy but sunny day in 
London, every delegate, every participant and the team are very 
welcome to such a global event.

Greenstock remarks that the LIMUN is the largest Model 
United Nations in Europe, and he stresses that the youth is shap-
ing the future International System Landscape. He has stressed 
widely the power of  civil society and the capacity of  the people 
as an individual person to change the world. “We have to start 
first by ourselves, in small groups, in civil society, as individu-
als, and can affect economic, defense, political affairs...”. A free 
world is more equal and if  it’s equal is meritocratic”

The opening continues with Kirsty Hayes, the Head of  inter-
national organization department who remains the UN provid-
ing peacekeeping, peacebuilding, and equality of  human beings. 
Then it was the turn of  the Princess Al-Taweel of  Saudi Arabia, 
who stressed the equality between women and men. Next up was 
Doctor Simon Buckle, Pro Rector for International Affairs at Im-
perial College of  London, explained that 50% of  their students 
are coming from outside the UK, and he confessed his happiness 
because of  the LIMUN.

A previous LIMUN delegate who has been to over 100 mod-
el UN conferences in the last 10 years shared: “I used to shake 
when I spoke but at the end, I addressed the real UN conference 
and met Ban Ki-moon”. Kevin Felix Chan has set up his own 
company advising other student groups on becoming the best 
delegate. He challenged the audience to think about what they 
want from life.

All of  the seriousness was balanced by suggesting that del-
egates should speak to that cute delegate who is watching you 
across the room, which was met with rounds of  applause.

LIMUN EYE 2012

Shaping the future... Today! 
BY ÁNGELES LUCAS AND JASON PAUL GRANT
PHOTOS BY ALISA BALAKISHIYEVA

LIMUN EYE                                                                                                                                                                                                      PAGE 4

And... we are here. More than 1,300 youngsters from around the world, joined together with one 
aim: Peace in the world by dialogue and understanding. London International Model United Na-
tions is becoming a reality for another year from 10th to 12th of  February 2012 with people from 
more than 100 nationalities. 

Be aware about who we are 
and what we can do in our 
daily life to improve the earth 
in which we are living. Think 
globally, but act locally. This 
is the message we want to let 
you know. Nothing is more 
important for us to trust in the 
young generations to take to 
this example.

“
“Jeremy Greenstock, Chairman 

of  the United Nations As-
sociation of  the UK

We are free to work and 
travel with more choices to do 
what we want, it paralyses 
us into making no decisions. 
The default choice is to go 
to good schools, get good jobs 
and become successful – what 
about living the life that I 
want to lead? True happiness 
comes from fulfilling dreams 
so design a career to support 
how you want to live, learn 
and lead.

“
“Kevin Felix Chan, co-founder 

of  BestDelegate.com

And... we are here. More than 1,300 youngsters 
from around the world, joined to claim one aim: 
Peace in the world by dialogue and understand-

ing. London International Model United Nations 
is becoming a reality for another year from 10th 
to 12th of  February 2012 with people from more 

than 100 nationalities. 
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The secretary general was the last person to take the podium 
and controversially gave out his personal phone number to the 
conference floor, urging delegates to give him a call. LIMUN 
is the global experience. Starting from a wide-eyed kid at 13 to 
being a secretary general 10 years later, he would not be doing 
anything else. He made a comment about the conference being 
lived streamed on Twitter, which is pretty cool.

The session was only officially opened with the hammer hit-
ting the gravel. Everyone stands and applauds, grabs their coats 
and gets ready for the sessions to start. Let the debate begin!

Be the change for 
what you want 
to see in the 
world, I can’t 
change the world 
but I can take 
one step, this is 
my one step for 
change

“

“Anmol Sushil Arora, 
Secretary-General LIMUN

LIMUN EYE 2012

Delegates’ Ball - A Night Of  Sophistication
TEXT BY BETTINA BENZZINGER AND JASON PAUL GRANT
PHOTOS BY ALISA BALAKISHIYEVA 

It’s ladies night! 

Is there gonna be a cat fight tonight?

Sophisticated plans in mind? 

Mmm, who will she chose?

A right barrel of  laughs

What’s in store for them tonight? 

High-level debates on world issues in the 
committee sessions demand for a glamor-
ous party night. Ball dresses, champagne 

and the right beats ensured the ball in Lon-
don’s exclusive Commonwealth Club to be 

a night delegates would never forget.
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Going International
TEXT BY PETTER NISSINEN
PHOTOS BY NGALULA BEATRICE KABUTAKAPUA

How was the International Carnival Night yesterday? Feeling tired?

Well, you can never over-do the Friday socials – you have to save 

energy for Saturday! It was fun though, but I had to leave a bit early to 

write some things.

Why did you choose to come to LIMUN?

I wanted to attend the LIMUN for a long time as it was one of  the 

few MUNs in Britain I hadn’t been in, so now that I study in London, 

I wanted to participate. I am currently doing my Masters in Conflict, 

Security and Development at the War Studies Department of  King’s 

College London and I have lots of  work, but I did not want to miss this 

opportunity. 

Chairing the Disarmament and International Security Committee 

(DISEC) came natural for me as it is kind of  my area of  expertise. Also, 

I like chairing big committees, where there are also people who don’t 

have much experience in MUN conferences. Many of  the participants 

like to stay a bit in the background, observing the others. I don’t mind 

taking the hands of  new delegates and helping them out. 

Which subjects are you particularly interested in working areas of  

DISEC?

I’m most interested in the topic that was not chosen to be debated 

in our first DISEC session, that is, the relationship between disarma-

ment and development. As I mentioned, I study the relationship be-

tween war and development in pre-conflict, conflict and post-conflict 

situations, so naturally that interests me most. But the other topic, the 

risk of  nuclear proliferation in the Middle East after the Arab Spring, is 

also very interesting. I’m sure many delegates see nukes and the Middle 

East sexier than development and disarmament issues.

What motivates delegates to join MUNs and LIMUN in particular?

I think it is the whole package really. I really like the LIMUN

 facilities and structure this year. 

The ScotMUN in Edinburgh, for 

example, has smaller committees. 

LIMUN is situated in the heart 

of  London and delegates have a 

chance to see the city as well.

Where do you see yourself  in the future? Working in the UN?

I’m not that interested in working in the political faction of  the 

UN, inside an office. I’d rather work in the field. I could work in smaller 

NGOs also. I have done some volunteer work in India and Pakistan and 

I am hoping to get back there soon.

In the Opening Ceremony, Sir Jeremy Greenstock pointed out that 

the UN should function bottom-up rather than top-down. Do you think 

that young people are interested in the United Nations and interna-

tional relations overall, in comparison to, say, national politics?

That depends. For example in my home country, Germany, people 

are really interested in international politics and organizations, such as 

the European Union and the United States. Maybe these international 

sentiments substitute the kind of  legitimate nationalism that Germany 

lacks due to its history. In the UK it is quite different in this sense. 

Also, about fifty percent of  all German university students go 

abroad for at least a semester. It is common to study and learn foreign 

languages. Of  course, in the MUNs you hang out with like-minded 

people so I can’t speak for all youngsters, but you can clearly see a 

domino effect. First, in high-school, students go to exchange (I went to 

the US), then you go abroad to study in a university (I came to London), 

then you go the exchange within the university (I went to Hong Kong) 

and finally you end up working abroad.

An interview of  Christin Weigt, the chair of  DISEC

LIMUN EYE 2012

Christin Weigt, the director of  
DISEC, chairing a moderated caucus.

Many of  the participants like to stay 
a bit in the background, observing 
the others. I don’t mind taking the 

hands of  new delegates and helping 
them out. 

DISEC committee at work
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Delegates on their first LIMUN-impressions 
TEXTS BY LOTTE VAN ELP
PHOTOS BY ALISA BALAKISHIYEVA & NGALULA BEATRICE KABUTAKAPUA

“ “I am  surpised by the 
engagement between different 

countries and parties. It’s 
quite good!

“ “I realised from the beginning 
that the event was going to 
be intensive. Hard work 

from the start!

“ “I have a strange mix of  
feelings. I know this is good 
for your career plans, but 

then I start to think “Oh no, 
I can’t do this!”. But I am 

really excited. 

“ “I am very surprised by how 
many people are here. I am 
looking forward to meet the 
delegates from all over the 

world. 

“ “I feel that everybody who 
is here is pursuing their 

dreams. I am looking for-
ward to meet new people. 

“ “This is incredible: I can’t 
believe so many different 

countries all come together in 
one place. 
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Nigel Mack, Hong Kong

Sonja Huttunen, UK

Blessin Varkey, India

Adrian Ochs, Germany

Idana Ambrose,Greece

Daniel Rodgett, UK

This year our Press team is as international as the LIMUN itself, with journalists coming from the whole 
world!
Video team: Jaqueline Frizon (Brazil) Camille Dupont (France), Social media reporter: Daniele Zibetti 
(Italy), Photographers: Alisa  Balakishiyeva (Azerbaijan) Ngalula Beatrice Kabutakapua (Italy), Layout: Mirna 
Kuljis (Croatia), Dobriyana Tropankeva (Bulgaria) + Special Attributions: Apple Pages Layout for LIMUN 
EYE 2012, Writers: Petter Nissinen (Finland) Ángeles Lucas (Spain) Bettina Benziger (Germany) Lotte van 
Elp (The Netherlands) Katharina Wecker (Germany), Proof reader and writer: Jason Grant (UK), 

Public relations and press team officer, Editor-in-Chief, LIMUN EYE 2012: Dobriyana Tropankeva (Bulgaria)
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International Carnival Night – Back to 
Childhood!
PHOTOS BY ALISA BALAKISHIYEVA
TEXT BY KATHARINA WECKER At the end of  the first 

day of  heavy debat-
ing, the delegates were 
allowed to relax and 

let loose. The carnival 
brought everyone back 
to childhood. Grown-
up men in suit and tie, 

ate blue candy floss. 
Beautiful women in 
high heels drank col-

ourful snow slush while 
unlimited popcorn and 

hot-dogs catered for 
every need.  There was 
a special old-fashioned 

photo booth, where 
people could dress up 

and take crazy pictures. 
Different national 

costumes from Azer-
baijan to India brought 

the cultures of  the 
world into the Camden 

Centre. The events 
highlights were jug-

gling, belly and break-
dancing.

The costumes were not only limited to nationalities, but to every-
thing the delegates could think of. 

Popcorn was popped all night long and sweetened the experience 

of  the delegates.

Slovenia was represented by this cute couple. 

The most extraordinary dress came from Azerbaijan. The violet 
costume isn’t worn anymore but had a comeback at the event.

Not everyone was dressed in their national costumes, but that 

didn’t stop the party mood.

The belly dancers enchanted the audience with oriental rhythms 
and impressive hip moves.

The Chi Pao was probably the most popular national dress at the 

International Carnival Night. 

Dutch, French and German delegates enjoy the party.

It isn’t the traditional costume of  the Netherlands, but the Dutch 

delegates got creative with their dresses and orange colour.


